Cytokine modulation of bacterial cell wall-induced arthritis.
Bacterial cell wall-induced arthritis in experimental animals is dependent on mononuclear cell infiltration and accumulation. These mononuclear cells secrete cytokines which promote synovial hyperplasia and erosive destruction of bone and cartilage. Whereas local administration of cytokines may exacerbate these events, systemic administration of TGF-beta or gamma IFN effectively suppresses both the acute and chronic phases of the disease.